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Sustainable design is more than a passing phase, it's a necessity, and it’s
changing the way people think about their home environment.

By Francesca Warner and Anthony Wilks.

wstanable dasign &

a pogatar term in the
design world, so s
waorth considemmg whil
it rrans. Quite literally,
bing sustainghle
maans usng tha

Eartls resoiarces at a
rangwEbie rate. Yhen it comes fo interiors,
thirs iy Creating spaces Tnat you wian©l
riged ko changa oo oftean, This can only
hppen if bath he design and materials are
durable, and the available space 1o ity best
advantage:

Irtarior Desigrers will Soy Vhiy'we @havays
biean daing this, ever since the architect
Wilkam Eent desigred matching furmiture
ard interiors for his elegant Palladian
rransens in he early 18th centurg, in recent
years, increasing anvironmental concern
nas added an axtra layer. Consumers and
dasigners ang inferesied in wing products
hat wall nat have & long-term acological

impact. ktatenzals must ba sourcad
rsponsibhy, and desogns must moarparale
renewable sources of power and enargy-
saving clesvioas,

Sustainable wood
&n intagral part of the mierniar design
process is the sourcng of materals such as
weaod, fabric, tesfiles, and paints; some with
clearer sustainability ratings than others
‘Wood is ane natural material with & fast
grawing and comprehansive cedification
ayslem {see our guide " be good toowood® ),
meaning that when you buy, vou can be
sure that you are not encouraging illegal
forastry practices, 1% also worth making the
efiort 1z find manufacturars who design,
buildd dnat sell thes oon furniture on ste
in the UK, and so be confizent that whn
yiou by beaves tha smallest possibla carbon
footprirt.

Gearge Smith makes high-guality,
FSC certifiedd Purmitute at ther r'an-:r:.- !

Mewrastle and activaly supports the local
scananyy by running an agprenticeship
scheme for unskilled school leaeees,
helping to pracarve traditional techriguas
such a5 jainesy and upholsiary, They
hiope their furniture will be passed on
shrough generations and sven affer a
re-uphalstary sarvice that alloes cienks 1o
ke their frames but update fabnc and
filling, and 5o avoid the rapid fuemower of
‘disposable” furnitura ancouraged by langer
rranL e e,

Ma‘::in'g furniture that lasis a'so rmaans
creating designs that wen 't go out of date.
Chiris Sharp, oeenar of Cheis Sharp Cabinats
m Lincofnshirs, daliberataly designs furnitune
that isn't oo cuie, “Lats af high fashian is
wary sguare and box-lika® he says, “olten
stel emixed with wood, the sort of thing
that will date. s rot cost effective to kees
up with fashion.” sharg hopes that graen
prassuras will make peopd think mare
lonm 1erm, but waorries that “sustainabilicy®




could simply ba a fag. “The pressure at the
miorment 1§ 1 Inok sustainable; rather than
actyally be sustainable. wWe wani mora
iniegnty than ihal, "

Aecycle and Re-use
Tra recyeling of materials and furnitare
iz niot anly the basis of sustainsbia iving,
but the key 1o creating personalisad Bding
sares. eargia Bulmer of Atlasiic Inierior
Design observs an increasing focws on
dute’s and objects that reflect a chents
perzanality. "As mienoe desiEnars wa scour
the markot and source the indasdaal,
urigue pieca. Its not aboet wials the
lateal &l whits tha best. Qur chants dom't
weant what othar peopie have." O vy of
Zoing s s io wse lotal recyding ratworks,
such as fegcycle.com, which afows you 1o
fird out what yaur reighbowrs are thinking
ol towing away

Thinking sustainably pshes peopfa 1o
izak beyond their own four walls, & they
szarch beyord the big deparimend stores
for edeas and inflvances and think more
carabfly about how their ifestyle atfecis
theworkd a1 large, Interior designer Matten
Birichi et Daruma Design, says wee shauid
embrace sustainability as it eroouragas.
innivation and craativity, & good example
of this iz smisplasteg hanne smile-plastics,
cadkl, webs create ooe-of, individual peaces
from malting dawn ald plastic produces
frommowellingtan boots to mobila phanes..

This creativity brings new taxtures and
fabrics into the home Materials used by
Allernative Flooring includa coir, wioal, jute,
seagrass and s5al, Loma High, Marketing
Ltanages a1 Alternative Flooring, says they
pride themsehias on “providing corsumers
wath stylish, conternporary flooring which
3 bath ethizal and ersiranmentally fricndly,
Our unigue Ecn Collection has the offical
Imfernational Oexo-tax cartificate, which
12378 forharmful substances, The fwo
designs are hand wioven on iraditseaal
ioams, Maturs valved 5 smooth whila
Murture Ipop style is taxturad. ™

Utilities and glectrical appliances
krchens provide the st opponanity loe
blgnding design with enesgy efficiency
Custarmars are looking for multi-funcienal
epoliances thas can be housed discreatly in
the warkcplace and are mare rasponsns 1o
the prablems of food waitage and energy
efficiency, lon Roshy, Managing Diractor
of lohn Lewis of Hurgarford, has found
that Americas siyle fridges e getting less
popitan in fawdor of more efficent madels

‘Anindepepdent supplemene produced by Lyonsdawn M

1hat can make elactricity bill sasangs of up
b BO%. Sub-Fer now offers & redrigerator
Irepzer Fraturing a dual comprassor

syziem which énatles pach compariment
e apgre indegandently Enargy is

saved as temperature [evels wathin cach
corszartment rmain stable whilst another
saction is bemng uzed. With energy pages
remaining unpredctable, such dovices ara a
vilpahle imvastment

Br good 1o wood

= Try to iy wood sourced from
Europe as genarally it [s certifled as
sustainable.

= Look for the PEFC [Programme

lor the Endorsemant of Farest
Cartification schemes) loge and the FSC
lega which certify that the timber was
replaced after it was harvested and that
tha BCosysiem of any native way of life
viere unharmed by the logging procass.

= Beware af endangarad wood spacies
such as murban, sapdes, wenge, shany,
Brazilian mahegany and teak, and
Burmese tgak.

* Chowose woeod products that do not
have a petroleum bass, as they releass
more toxie gases during manofacture,

GREEN ALL OVER

Warren Evans s undoubtedly thegreenast
bed makarn U UK, with 30 yazre’
apanencein making hapderafted;:

‘Beaitfu wooHsn beds aul af FsC

renisterést Wood: Thay guarantes fhas
everyStadge OfF the bed-Duling proces

will Bz green, something which-fey: oiher
coe panies can offer, This dedication -urf,;-.
with the producton of e bad szl

from wocd from renewsble resaurces, The:
bed isthen wrappedin reusable blankets:
rather thaa chrdbosrd and plastic, tar.
transportation, minimising unrrg.,:_,,url-
waste: VT en EVans dyen gromisesto
take yauir old bed=wey as par of the
dealncrecogmition of hetsaffors, the=
company has received nuprermes awards
for-ethical business; incuding the Senday.
Times *Best Green Companies Award -and
4:BLE Envimonmental Eeadership.award.
IAnst-recently it has won the Lol Retail
Categenof the Chzerver Ethical awards;

something about which-Zoe Bodn SO

“'l-l." sLeslainabibl development. manager, B
e proud: “After ambarking on this:

ethical mission, 1% important {or us to have

incependent verification that weredoing

what we say we're dofng. (' now oowands
and upwards for us,-and we'lf kespon’
wiorking &t getting greenes”

WL WATRNEYSNS.COMm

MAKING FURNITURE TO LAST
Chirs Sharp doesn’t miake 1hrow-away
furmdtures From his paint o wews if voute
ke & Bed or bookshahes out of &
treg thathas taken 150 vears to grow,
thiy pesceeof furniture shoold 35t at lepst
halt that long, prefersbly mam. For 23
wears Chiis Sharp Cabinsts Hes been
manudacturing hiok gualin fUrrHtue from
sofed oo, A1 s ok 5 hr|:~|.|1'.|hl'{:llrr-_'-i:II_lilI
fram the £ave mills in Frarce, and camas
the Pan European Forestiy Certificate; The
fudll rarsge hds also mecentiy-been-made
availahle i cherry and wdlnut, For the Lxst
g hrigahis-beer selling his-furniture
tuthng out the meddlemarn,
giod gusta ey thragh. his
ich nowe BCcodenits for S e
ol hisshusiness. SesChrls Sherp's range
yoursalt at wasow, chirissharpcabinets;
couk,
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